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He’s best known for his performances and recordings of standard classical repertoire—
most recently, a CD of Beethoven’s Romances coupled with the iconic concertos of 
Bruch and Mendelssohn. But two years ago, Russian-American violinist Philippe Quint 
started a tango group called the Quint Quintet. It is, he says, a labor of love. 
 
Why did you start playing tangos? 
 

Sometimes life throws something unpredictable at you and you embrace it. I was invited to play at a 
chamber-music series in New York City. For part of the program, they asked me if I’d do [a tune by 
Argentine tango great Astor] Piazzolla with bandoneón, electric guitar, piano, and bass. 
 
The moment we started rehearsing with this group, I instantly fell in love, first with Piazzolla and also 
with the world of tango. Then I thought to myself, is there any way to play this music on a regular basis? 
So I decided to create my own group.  
 
What do you like about tangos? 
 
You know what I love about it? It just goes very well with current times. The music of Piazzolla is a 
hybrid of styles, which incorporates [traditional] Argentine tango, classical, klezmer, rock, and pop. He 
had a huge obsession with Bach and Baroque music, too. Also, I place myself next to the electric guitar. 
 
How do you approach tangos differently than classical repertoire? 
 
I’m someone who likes to fall in love. That goes with the music. When the music instantly speaks to me, 
it’s easier to dig into a style. Fortunately, we live in the times of YouTube, so there’s footage of great 
Argentine violinists who worked with Piazzolla. I noticed the very different bow speed and approach to 
dynamics, different expression, and sliding. His music is built over eight-bar phrases, like a jazz band, 
where each instrument gets a solo. The one thing I have to hold myself to do is not to dance. Believe me, 
you don’t want to see me dance, but the music makes me want to move around the stage with the violin, 
and burst into tango moves. 
 
Watch the Quint Quintet in action at the Mineria Chamber Music Festival on YouTube.com. 
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